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lowed, by a French marriage, if the Lord forbid not the
Banns, by letting her Majesty see the Sin and Punish-
ment thereof." This sufficed to indicate the temper of
the best part of the nation, the Protestants, who saw
their religious and political liberties in danger. Stubbs
and Page, the author arid the printer of this " lewd and
seditious book," as it was termed by royal proclamation,
were each condemned to lose the right hand. Stubbs,
when the hangman had performed his office, waved his
hat with the left hand, crying " God save the Queen !"
Page pointed to his bloody hand upon the ground, and
said, " There lies the hand of a true Englishman 1"

At Court opinion was divided. Elizabeth's flatterers,
with Oxford at their head, declared themselves loudly
in favour of the match. Leicester opposed it; butDu
Simiers' opportune discovery of the secret marriage with
Lady Essex ruined his credit. The great earl had to
retire in disgrace, Camden relates that the queen
banished him until further notice to Greenwich Castle.
Fulke Greville says "the French faction reigning had cast
aspersions upon his (Sidney's) uncle of Leicester, and
made him, like a wise man (under colour of taking physic)
voluntarily become prisoner in his chamber." "Whether
his retirement was compulsory or voluntary matters little,
For the time he lost his influence, and was unable to
show his face at Court. Thus Philip who had already
elected to " join with the weaker party and oppose this
torrent," found himself at the moment of his greatest
need deprived of the main support which powerful con-
nections gave him.

Greville has devoted a chapter to his action in this
matter, analysing with much detail the reasons which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